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To  the  Ivlayor^  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  Borough  of  Daventry. 

Your  Vforship,  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  1952.  It  is  also  the  first  in  your  service 
follo\7ing  my  appointment  in  October  in  place  of  Dr,  Arthur  Lucas,  v/ho 
relinquished  the  post  in  ray  favour.  It  is  a matter  for  rogret  that  the 
substance  of  this  report  is,  in  parts,  somei/hat  attentuatod,  but  the 
resignation  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  at  the  commencement  of  its  preparation 
invested  me  v/ith  the  task  of  compiling  it  largely  without  assistance* 

A study  of  the  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Boroiogh  for  1952  reveals 
the  fact  that,  v;ith  the  exception  once  again  of  the  Infant  Mortality  Rate, 
satisfactory  agreement  with  the  figures  for  England  and  Y^alcs  has  been 
obtained.  The  Birth  Rate  is  considerably  in  advance,  not  only  of  that 
for  the  previous  year,  but  also  of  that  for  the  country  as  a whole,  and 
it  is  v/02?th  noting  that  no  illegitimate  births  have  been  recorded  for  the 
same  period.  The  Crude  Death  Rate  of  44*8,  almost  exactly  four  times  that 
calculated  for  England  and  Y/ales,  is  accounted  for  by  the  application  of  a 
nc'.7  system  of  recording  and  allocating  deaths  by  the  Registrar  General, 

All  deaths  that  take  place  in  Institutions  such  as  that  attached  to  the 
Danetrc  Hospital  are  nov/  included  in  the  total  for  the  Borough,  not  being 
transferred  out  to  their  districts  of  origin  as  v/as  the  custom  hitherto. 

By  deducting  from  the  total  those  deaths  v/hich  v/ould  ordinarily  be  transferred 
out  a Standardised  Death  Rate  of  10,2  has  been  obtained,  v/hich  con:pares 
very  favourably  v/ith  11,3  England  and  17 ales. 

No  epidemics  of  a serious  form  of  Infectious  Disease  occurred  during 
the  year  although  a considerable  number  of  cases  of  Measles  were  notified 
in  December.  No  deaths  were  attributed  to  any  such  cause.  Eight  cases  of 
Tuberculosis  v/cro  notified  and  in  Section  of  this  report  will  be  found 
details  concerning  a second  visit  paid  to  the  Borough  by  a 1/Iass  Radiography 
Unit  in  October, 

The  demand  for  Housing  Accommodation  has  sho',/n  little  evidence  of 
abatement  during  the  past  year  despite  steady  progress  maintained  by  the 
Council  in  the  erection  of  nev:  dwellings.  If  schemes  for  a significant 
enlargement  of  the  population  of  the  Borough  materialise  this  demand  must 
sureHy^  increase  rapidly  over  the  next  fov/  years,  and  it  is  earnestly  hoped 
that,  in  the  great  concerted  effort  that  v/ill  be  called  for  to  provide  homes 
for  the  anticipated  nev/comers  to  the  tov/n,  the  very  real  and  urgent  needs  of 
those  living  in  seriously  substandard  property  v/ill  not  be  overlooked, 

I v/ish  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  Tov/n  Clerk,  the  Borough  Surveyor, 
and  other  members  of  the  Staff  at  the  Moot  Hall  for  the  help  given  to  me  in 
the  preparation  of  this  report,  also  to  Dr, Lucas  for  his  v/ork  during  the 
major  part  of  the  year,  and  to  the  then  Sanitary  Inspector  on  whose  work 
this  report  is  based,  I would  also  gratefully  aoknov/lcdge  the  kind  and 
considerate  advice  and  encouragement  offered  to  me  by  the  Chairman  and 
Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  since  I first  took  up  nvy  duties  as 
your  Medical  Officer, 

I Invo  the  honour  to  be. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

H.  A.  aH'ULTON  SUin-ERS 

Ibdical  Officer  of  Health. 
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I.Jbinbcrs  of  the  Public  Health  Committee: 


Councillor  T,  R,  TTebb  (Chairriian) 

iilderman  C,  '.Tilliams  (Mayor);  Alderroan  D.  C,  /imull; 

Councillors  L,B .Butcher;  J.C.DcPreyne;  V.G.S.Edv/ards; 

R.  Falconer;  A. T, Knight;  H.TAC. Richardson. 


Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Borough  Council: 

H*  A.  Hamilton  Summers,  ILB. , B.Ch.,  B.A.O.,  D.P.H* 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

also  holds  the  appointments  of 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Daventry  Rural  District  Council, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Brix\7orth  Rural  District  Council 
Assistant  County  l.^edical  Officer  of  Health, 
and 

Assistant  County  Medical  Officer  for  Schools. 


'7.  Coupe,  iLS.I.A. , C.R.S.I, 

Borough  Sanitary  Inspector, 

Certified  Inspector  of  Meat  and  Foods, 
Shops Act  Inspector, 

Petroleum  Officer, 

(Resigned  June  20th,  1953)* 


M OF  VITAL  STATISTICS,  1932 


Area  ( in  acres ) 

• 1 

» • 

• « • 

• 99 

3633 

Population 

• 1 

1 t 

* • • 

9 • 9 

4100 

Number  of  separate  dwellings  occupied 

• « 9 

• 99 

1208 

Rateable  Value  1952  (April) 

• • • 

9 9 9 

£29,233 

Product  of  a Penny  Rate 

• « « 

• 99 

£114 

LIVE  BIRTHS  (Rate  per 

1000 

estimated  population) 

Male  Female 

Total 

Rate 

Rate  E,  & 

Legitimate 

46 

28 

74 

18,04 

15,3 

Illegitir:Tate 

- 

- 

Totals 

46 

28 

_ „ 74 

STILL  BIRTHS  (Rate  per 

1000 

total  population) 

Legitimate 

- 

1 

1 

0.23 

0.35 

Illegitiriiate 

- 

- 

- 

~ 

1 

1 

DEATHS  (All  causes) 

92 

92 

184 

44*8 

11.3 

DE/ITFIS  FROIi  HERPER/J,  CAUSES  (Maternal  Mortality) 

NIL 

INF/iNT  xIQRT^‘JjI'rY'(Dcaths  under  1 year  per  1000  live  births) 

Legitimate  3 " 3 ^4-0-54  27*6 

Illegitimate  2L- 

Totals  3 - 3 

NEONAT/iL  I/DRTi'UjITY  (Deaths  under  A weeks  per  1000  live  births) 

_3_^ T 40.5A 

DEATHS  FEOM  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

NIL 
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MDRT/il.ITY  T/iBI£  -1952 


Cra^se  of  Dcntli 

liale 

Female 

Total 

Cancer  (all  fonns) 

8 

7 

15 

Diabetes 

- 

1 

Intracranial  Vascular  Lesions 

19 

17 

36 

Coronary  Disease  of  Heart 

2 

5 

8 

Heart  disease  (other) 

42 

42 

84 

Bronchitis 

6 

7 

13 

Pneumonia 

1 

4 

5 

Nephritis 

1 

1 

Gastric  Ulceration 

1 

- 

1 

Tuberculosis  (Respiratory) 

1 

mm 

1 

Congenital  malformations 

1 

— 

1 

Accidents  (and  other  causes) 

6' 

.3 

9 

TOT/liS 

92 

92 

184 

Stillbirths 

- 

1 

1 

SUi-II'i/J^Y  OF  YlTIJj  STATISTICS  OVER  PREVIOUS  5 


Year 

Estimated  ,• 
Population 

Births 

Deaths 

No. 

' Crude 

Under  1 year 

1 All  ages 

• 

Rato 

No, 

Rate 

No. 

^ CiTudc  Rate 

1947 

3891 

80 

20.5 

4 

50.0 

53 

- 

13.6 

1948 

3850 

69 

17.9 

4 

57.9 

40 

10.3 

1949 

4070 

69 

16.9 

3 

43.2 

47 

11.05 

1950 

4240 

58 

13.6 

5 

89.6 

53 

12.4 

1951 

4095 

62 

15.1 

4 

64.5 

51 

12.4 

1952 

4100 

li: 

I8.O4 

1 

40.54 

1^ 

44.8 

I 
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SECTION  A, 


Nr’.tigrcil  and  Sooinl  Conditions 


The  aoroagc  cnoloscd  by  the  Borough  Boundary  suggests  a much 
larger  to'.m  than  is^  in  fact,  the  case.  This  is  because  the  area  is 
mainly  of  a rural  nature,  being  built-up  and  developed  only  to  a relatively 
minor  extent. 

The  central  urban  portion  of  a very  old  foundation,  is  densely 
concentrated  v/cst  of  the  site  originally  occupied  by  a Priory  and  stands 
on  elevated  ground  at  the  foot  of  Borough  Hill,  This  landmark,  some 
600  feet  above  sea-level,  is  cro\-med  by  the  aerial  masts  of  one  of  the 
oldest  radio  broadcasting  sta.tions.  Y/’ith  the  changes  in  modes  of  transport 
from  eajrlier' times  the  town  has  long  lost  its  original  importance  as  a 
Staging  Post,  and  this  decline  in  its  fortunes  has  been  emphasised,  if  not 
accelerated,  by  the  construction  through  a corner  of  the  Borough  of  a by- 
pass road  to  facilitate  easy  movement  of  heavy  traffic  between  London  and 
the  Industrial  I/Hdlands*  The  general  effect  of  this  change  can  be  seen  in 
the  very  restricted  extent  of  the  built-up  area,  and  by  a study  of  the 
nature  of  the  buildings  which  compose  the  tov/n,  A handful  of  structures 
possessing  features  of  historical,  and  architectural  interest  are  encompassed 
about  and  outnumbered  by  many  more  of  loss  inspiring  design  and  arrangement. 
Of  the  latter  a.11  too  large  a proportion  has  deteriorated  badly  through 
decades  v/hich  saw  little  or  nothing  of  the  prosperity  enjoyed  by  other 
IHdland  Boroughs. 

PQFXJulTIQN 

The  estimated  mid-year  population  in  1952,  calculated  by  the 
Registrar  General,  was  I^IOO,  representing  an  increase  of  5 on  the  1951 
figure.  Natural  increase,  excess  of  births  over  deaths,  was  calculated 
to  be  22,  movements  into  and  out  of  the  tovmi  accounting  for  the  apparent 
discrepancy  of  I7  in  the  total.  There  are  encouraging  signs  that  the 
population  vrill  increase  in  future  v/hen  developmental  schemes  progress 
from  dravnjig-board  to  site. 

DEilTHS 

52  deaths  (ca3.oulated  from  the  gross  total  of  I82f)  oonparod  '.'ith 
51  for  the  previous  year,  give  a rate  of  12, A (Standardised  rate  ~ 10,2) 
compared  with  12,6  for  1951* 

BIRTHS 

Live  births  nu.ibcred  giving  a rate  of  18,0A  per  thousand 
live  births,  cor.pared  v/ith  a rate  of  15*3  for  England  andlTalcs, 

STILLBIRTHS 

Only  one  vras  recorded  for  the  year,  giving  a rate  of  0,23  per 
thousand  total  population  or  13*3  per  thousand  live  and  still  births. 

This  oonpares  most  favourably  with  a rate  of  22,6  for  England  and  Vales, 

ILLEGITIILITE  BIRTHS 

None  v/'ere  recorded  during  the  year. 

I.ATERN/X  IvDRT/JjITI 

No  materna.1  deaths  v/cre  recorded  during  the  year. 
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IDRT/iLITY 

The  nur.iber  of  deaths  \ander  1 year  of  age  v;as  three,  all  of  which 
took;  place  before  the  2fth  week  of  life*  This  gives  a rate  of  40*54  per 
thousand  live  births,  conipared  with  27.6  for  England  and  Yfales. 

It  is  still  far  too  high  a rate  but,  nevertheless,  it  represents  an 
encouraging  iiaprovcraent  on  the  corresponding  figures  of  64.5  89 « 6 

for  1951  end  1950  respectively.  It  is  also  one  of  the  lowest  rates  so 
far  recorded  for  the  Borough. 

It  is  of  some  interest  to  note  that  all  three  children  v/ere 
boys  and  that  they  failed  to  survive  one  month.  Y/hilc  one  of  the  deaths 
vms  attributed  to  Congenital  Deformity,  and  thus  unavoidable,  the  paramount 
inportance  of  /mtenatal  care  and  advice  must  be  stressed  if  this  rate 
is  to  be  reduced  still  further  or,  at  least,  prevented  from  rising  again. 


SECTION  B, 


Gcnerrl  Previsions  of  Health  Service 


LABORi^TORY  SERVICE 

The  Eniorgency  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  is  available  for 
v/erk  in  connection  ^Ith  the  diagnosis  and  control  of  Infectious  Diseases* 
It  is  situated  adjacent  to  Northor^ton  General  Hospital. 

/JEULi'uNCE  SERVICE 

The  aj:i)ulanoe  attached  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  is  utilised  for 
the  transport  of  infectious  disease  cases.  General  nodical  and  surgical 
cases  are  noved  by  unife  of  the  St.John  /inEulance  Brigade,  acting  as 
agents  for  the  County  Council* 

TRE/jri-EI\IT  CEITTRES  iUID  CLINICS 

/m  Infant  IVelfare  Clinic  is  held  in  the  Abbey  Buildings  on  the 
third  Friday  of  each  month.  A monthly  Antenatal  Clinic:  is  also  conducted. 
There  is  still  no  permanent  Dental  Clinic  in  the  toum  but  the 
County  Council  Ilbbilo  Dental  Unit  pays  periodic  visits, 

TUBERCULOSIS 

An  entirely  voluntary  Tiiberculosis  /ifter-Care  Cemmittee  has  been 
established  to  serve  both  the  Borough  and  the  surrounding  Rural  District, 

NURSING  AT  HOME 

The  County  Council  provides  Health  Visitors  and  District  Nurses 
to  visit  homes  as  and  v/hen  necessary,  Home  Helps  may  also  be  obtained 
v/hon  required  by  application  to  the  same  Authority, 
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SECTION  C 


Sanitaiy  Circunistrjices  of  the  District 


V/ater  Supply 

The  Borough’ s ^/ater  supply  has  ri'JVY  corx*  fully  under  the  control 
of  the  Mid-Northants  Vfater  Board,  and  all  existing  sources  and  installations 
are  being  maintained  until  a District  scheme,  novv  in  course  of  preparation, 
has  been  brought  into  action. 

Purity  of  the  v^ater  and  access  to  the  supply  have  remained  at 
a satisfactorily  high  level,  and  a nu-iber  of  properties  have  been  connected 
to  the  Borough  mains  during  the  year* 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

Largely  wring  to  anticipated  but  undetemined  population  increases 
over  the  next  few  yeans  little  more  than  general  maintenance  of  the 
Borough’s  existing  sevra.ge  disposal  v/orks  vras  carried  out  during  1952. 

The  present  plant  (even  had  it  been  in  a condition  to  operate  efficiently) 
vras  scarcely  able  to  deal  adequately  vdth  the  increasing  volume  of  se\7age 
matter  v/hioh  it  vras  called  upon  to  treat  during  the  year;  consequently, 
it  is  rather  remarkable  that  very  few  complaints  regarding  the  nature  of 
the  effluent  v;-ere  received. 

Bearing  these  facts  in  mind  it  cannot  be  too  strongly  urged 
that  an  extensive  scheme  be  prepared  speedily,  and  sanction  sought  to 
comraence  the  actual  construction  xrork  at  an  early  date.  If  this  is  not 
accomplished,  and  land  serviced  in  the  arecB  schedu]l.ed  for  ne\7  building, 
delays  in  development  of  the  Borough  are  bound  to  occur,  leaving  aside  all 
claim  for  improvement  on  behalf  of  the  town  as  it  nov/  is* 

Disinfection  and  Disinfestation 

Suitable  treatment  of  premises  where  certain  infectious  diseases 
or  veirninous  conditions  occurred  v;as  carried  out  v/hen  necessary. 

Rodent  Control 

Much  attention  v/as  paid  to  the  control  and  prevention  of  rat 
infestation  in  the  Borough,  in  particular,  in  the  sewers,  the  sw/age  --.vorks, 
and  the  refuse  tip,  these  being  sources  Which  could  rapidly  become  a real 
menace  if  not  supervised.  Check  baiting  ensured  that  no  major  infestations 
\7ore  allov/ed  to  occur,  and  the  town  generally  could  be  said  to  have 
remained  relatively  clear* 

Refuse  Collection 

The  scavenging  service  continued  fortnightly  throughout  the 
year  as  a second  collecting  lorry  did  not  become  available  for  use  until 
early  in  1953*  One  cannot  but  feel  that  much  of  the  good  effect  of 
v/eckly  refuse  collections  in  future  is  liable  to  be  neutralised  by  the 
difficulty  experienced  in  persuading  ovmcrs  or  tenants  to  provide  suitable 
receptacles.  Provision  of  dustbins  by  Local  Authorities  as  required 
v/orks  w'el3-  in  certain  nearby  districts,  so  tha-t  surprise  must  be  expressed 
at  doubts  felt  about  the  practical) ility  of  a similar  system  here* 

In  the  interests  of  public  health  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  full  consideration 
to  such  a scher.K)  v.dll  be  given  by  the  Council  before  long,  particularly 
in  v±c\i‘  of  possible  enlargement  of  the  town* 
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]\ibvQablo  Dwellings 

Al?.  such  licenced  d\7ellings  v/ere  carefully  observed  to  ensure 
the  maintenance  of  r reasonable  standard,  of  hygiene  and  the  provision  of 
adequate  amenities. 

National  Assistance  Act  1948 

No  action  under  Section  47  of  this  Act  \7as  necessary  during  the 

year. 
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SECTION  D. 


HOUSING 

The  need  for  providing  adoqur.tc  end  suitable  living  accor.iinodation 
v/-ithin  the  Borough  is  a problem  v/hich  has  again  been  the  concern  of  the 
members  of  the  Council  and  its  officers  throughout  the  year.  Although 
there  Avas  no  big  increase  in  the  population  of  the  to\7n  during  1952  a groat 
deal  of  lec\;ay  duo,  in  part,  to  the  hiatus  produced  in  the  Council's 
building  prograoixi  by  the  last  Y/’ar,  still  remained  to  be  made  up  as  the 
list  of  applicants  for  Council  houses,  far  from  declining,  continued  to 
grow.  To  add  to  the  magnitude  of  the  task  there  wv.s  the  deterioration, 
pari  passu,  of  miich  of  the  house  property  constituting  the  older  parts 
of  the  to\m,  to  the  extent  of  its  becoming,  according  to  the  appropriate 
section  of  the  Housing  Act  193^,  'unfit  for  human  habitation  and  incapable 
of  repair  at  reasonable  cost'.  The  effect  of  statutory  action  on  all  such 
property  would  have  been  to  place  on  the  shoulders  of  the  Tiocal  Authority 
a financial  burden  of  a monstrous  order,  quite  impracticable  under  present, 
or  any,  circumstances.  Instead,  action  v/as  taken  in  a few  instances 
where  actual  demolition  did  not  necessarily  entail  the  re-housing  of  a 
fai.iily,  thus  reducing  slightly  the  nur.l)er  of  unfit  houses  still  liable 
to  be  re-occupied  follo\7ing  the  transfer  of  the  tenants  to  a Council  house. 
At  the  same  time  certain  basic  improvements  \/ere  asked  of  the  cp/zners  of 
old  property  that  vns  still  seiwing  a useful  purpose  and  \zas  not  yet  so 
bad  as  to  demand  more  drastic  treatment.  The  v/hole  process  is  undoubtedly 
a slovz  one  but,  taking  into  account  the  conditions  extant,  it  is  difficult 
to  see  ho\7  any  better  system  could  have  been  devised  and  put  into 
operation. 

The  nur.iber  of  houses  vzhich  v/ere  demolished  in  1952  rose  to  8, 

This  pace  could  probably  be  accelerated  v/hen  house-building  becomes 
easier  and,  one  vzould  dare  to  hope,  cheaper,  T/orthvzhile  parogress,  of 
course,  is  dependant  upon  the  Council  obtaining  official  approval  for 
Housing  contracts  v;hich  vzould  provide  for  the  eixjction  of  a large  enough 
nur.iber  of  houses  to  satisfy  the  more  urgent  cases  of  general  reed  and  still 
leave  a proportion  for  Slum  Clearance,  A somei'/hat  elaborate  system  of 
this  nature  has  already  been  put  into  operation  by  an  adjacent  Local 
Authority,  It  is  obvious  that  several  years  vzould  elapse  before  such  a 
scheme  could  be  said  to  be  nearing  corpletion  but  its  advantages  as  a 
long-term  policy  must  be  clear  to  all. 

Criticism  can  be,  and  often  is,  directed  tcavards  the  nature  and 
design  of  rr.odern  Local  Authority  housing,  even  to  the  suggestion  that  it  is 
expensively  over-equipped,  thus  ensuring  liigh  rents  and  rates  for  years 
to  come,  Y/'hile  there  may  v/cll  be  a modicum  of  truth  in  this  contention 
no  one  can  honestly  deny  that  bet^./een  the  living  standards  of  modem 
Council  house  property  and  those  of  the  ageing  properties  which  go  to 
form  a largo  part  of  the  body  of  the  tovm  there  is  a great  gulf  fixed, 
a gulf  '.vhich  must  yawn  ever  v.dder  as  more  new  houses  are  erected,  straining 
to  the  uttomost  the  resources  of  ov/ners  called  upon  to  make  their 
property  in  aD.l  respects  fit  to  the  Council’s  satisfaction,  Uhore  old  but 
substantiaJL  property,  failing  basically  to  conform  to  modem  standards 
and  unable  to  be  put  into  order  by  the  avner  for  financial  reasons. 
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has  to  be  considered  with  rsgard  to  its  future  disposal  one  wonders  whether 
or  not  in  certain  instances,  such  property  night  be  purchased  by  the 
Council  and  reconditioned.  Several  advantages  of  limited  action  of  this 
nature  cone  to  mind,  nane]^,  the  more  rapid  and  cheaper  provision  of 
satisfactory  houses  in  lieu  of  modem  houses,  the  reducing  of  the  extent 
of  nev;  ground  outside  the  present  precincts  of  the  to\m  required  for 
development,  and  the  preservation  and  enhancement  of  the  older  traditiona.l 
character  of  the  to^•/n• 

T^hilc  virtually  all  possible  variations  are  encountered  in  the 
clalns  for  urgent  consideration  by  prospective  Council  House  tenants, 
making  the  task  of  the  appropriate  corxiittee  a difficult  and  sometimes 
invidious  one,  nevertheless  selection  is  made  as  fairly  as  is  hui-ianly 
possible#  Circumstances,  however,  make  the  outlook  of  one  type  of 
applicant  very  bleak  at  present,  I refer  to  young  married  couples, 
many  childless,  v/ho  have  applied  hopefully  for  a house.  By  the  end  of 
1952  there  v/ere  some  65  such  couples,  usually  living  v/ith  the  parents 
of  one  or  other  partner,  in  lodgings,  or  even  apart  from  one  another. 

The  tragedy  of  young  folk  like  these  is  that  so  many  others  quite 
legitimately  have  and  must  continue  to  have,  prior  clalh  over  them  to  the 
tenancy  of  a house  but  not,  it  must  be  made  quite  clear,  because  the 
Council  does  not  oare  about  then.  Unless  there  are  very  strong  grounds, 

usually  medical,  older  people  v/ith  several  children  or  other  relatives 
are  considered  before  them.  x\n  undesirable  effect  of  this  much  regretted 
'parsing  over^  must  be  to  breed  a sense  of  despair  in  i^iany  young  hearts, 
forcing  them,  as  victims  of  a modern  economy,  to  make  the  best  of  it  in 
rooms,  or  even  one  room,  unable  to  contemplate  the  purchase  of  that 
’little  place  of  their  o\-/n’  v/hcre  they  could  be  so  happy. 

Although  the  possession  of  children  usually  strengthens  the  case 
of  applicants  for  Council  houses  young  couples  such  as  thesemay  well  be 
terrified  of  the  effect  of  bringing  a baby  into  a household  where  its 
presence  could  be  resented.  It  might  even  be  the  cause  of  the  sj^eedy 
ejection  of  the  little  family,  in  v/hich  case  its  plight  could  become 
really  serious.  One  can  scarcely  doubt,  therefore,  that  in  some  instances 
the  constant  frustration  experienced  leads  to  an  a,ttempt  to  divert 
natural  aspirations  into  ill-advised  channels,  the  final  outcome  perhaps 
being  the  \7reokage  of  the  marriage  itself  in  the  quicksands  of  moral 
irregularities , 

One  feels  veiy  strongly  that  something  ought  to  be  done  to  holp 
solve  the  problem  but  the  difficulty  lies  in  devising  a scheme  which 
would  be  practical  as  vrell  as  idealistic,  abi  a.ttempt  to  case  the 
situation  has  been  Liade  recently  by  a Hidland  city  by  offering  to 
young  oo\;jples  the  tenancy  of  flats,  several  large  blocks  of  viiich  have 
been  erected.  That  the  experiment  has  not  proved  to  be  an  outstanding 
success  is  due  ultimately  to  the  fact  that  the  flats  v/ere  not  provided 
v/ith  this  excellent  end  in  viev/.  That  is  to  say,  they  were  constructed 
far  too  expensively  so  that  the  economic  rent  had  to  be  fixed  at  a rate 
too  high  for  the  means  of  the  great  majority  of  the  very  people  the 
Council  was  trying  to  help.  To  ry  mind  a far  bettor  solution  T/ould 
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be  to  purchase  and  adapt  a large,  empty  house  and  re-condition  it  in 
such  a vray  as  to  provide  a number  of  tv/’o-rooi.i  flatlets,  not  necessarily 
self-contained,  vdth  separate  toilet  accommodation  but  possibly  a single 
kitchen  for  each  floor,  there  being  installed  a cooking  appliance  for 
each  flat  served.  Alterations  for  this  purpose  should  not  v/ork  out  so 
costly  that  a prohibitive  rent  vrould  have  to  be  charged,  and  the  scheme 
^rould  have  the  added  advantage  of  being  capable  of  conversion  cheaply 
and  easily  into  a home  for  old  people,  should  a more  urgent  need  for  one 
arise  in  the  future.  One  or  more  buildings  suitably  adapted  could  act 
as  safety-valve  for  the  Council's  Housing  list  until  such  tine  as  houses 
became  available,  tenancy  of  a flat  not  being  used  as  a means  of  d*.elaying 
the  offer  of  a house  to  any  particular  young  couple. 

Finally,  v^hen  the  development  of  the  Borough  of  Daventiy  does 
eventually  take  place  and  the  urgent  erection  of  estates  of  ne\r  houses, 
private  as  well  as  Council,  gets  into  its  stride,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that 
those  who  plan  them  will  look  ^70?^.  into  the  future.  Important  though  the 
provision  of  sufficient  houses  certainly  is,  a v/lse  Council  will  do  more 
than  design  or  approve  interesting  and  attractive  geometrically 
accurate  plans  for  estate  layouts.  True,  they  v/ould  not  be  required  to 
do  much  more  but  if  they  are  of  the  opinion  that  good  living  conditions 
alone  are  not  enough  to  ensure  a healthy  community,  then  the  tii‘.ie  to 
discuss  comprehensive  planning  is  no\7.  It  v/ould  be  to  the  advantage  of 
such  a Council,  in  approving  plans  of  this  ord.er,  to  ensure  tliat  sites 
are  left  free  for  the  erection  of  certain  communal  amenities  including 
churches,  libraries,  sv/irxiing-baths,  restaurants,  and  other  facilities 
of  a like  nature.  If  consideration  to  such  features  is  given  here 
right  from  the  start  then  there  is  no  valid  reason  v/hy  the  Daventry 
of  the  future  should  not  become  one  of  the  leading  toivns  of  its  size  in 
the  itldlands. 
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HOUSING  STATISTICS 


I • Inspections  of  dv/’clliiag- houses  durinp;  the  year : - 

1 • (a)  Nuiiibcr  of  dv/ellinghouscs  insi^ectod  for  Public 

Health  or  Housing  Act  defects  ...  ...  25‘1 

(b)  Nunber  of  inspections  mde  ...  ...  7^1 

2,  Nui.i)er  of  houses  foui*d  to  be  in  a state  dangerous  or  in- 

juricus  tc  h^.- 1th  as  to  he  unfit  for  hur.ian  habitation  ...  3^1 

3.  Nur.iber  of  dv/ellinghouscs  (excluding  those  referred 

to  under  sub-head  2 above)  found  to  be  not 

in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  hui-ian 

habita-tion  ...  ...  ...  1 50 


II.  Reraedy  of  defect s during  the  year  vn.thout  the  service  of 
formal  notice: - 

Number  of  defective  dwellinghou^es  rendered  fit  in 

consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  Officers  . . , ...  ... 


Ill , Action  under  Statutory  po\7crB  during  the  year;  ~ 

A,  Proceedings  under  Sectsrw  9^  "10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  193^: 

1 • Nu-iber  of  dwell inghouscs  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  repairs 
2,  Number  of  dYrcllinghouses  rendered  fit  after 
service  of  formal  notices 

(a)  By  ov/ners  ...  ... 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 

B*  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: 

1 . Nunber  of  dwellinghousos  in  respect  of  v/hich 
notices  vrere  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ...  ... 

2.  Nunber  of  dvrcllinghousos  in  vbich  defects 

were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices 

(a)  By  cr.vners  ...  ... 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  ounors 


G,  Proceedings  under  Sects,  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936:- 

1 . Number  of  dwullinghouses  in  respect  of  ubich 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  . . . 

2.  Number  of  d\7ellinghouses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Demolition  Orders  ...  . . • 

3.  Ni;inber  of  dwell inghouses  demolished  by  inforriial 

agreement  with  cr.vners  ...  • • • 

A.  Nunber  of  dwell  inghouses  closed  in  pursuance  of 
undertakings  net  to  relet  at  end  of  present 
tenancy  accepted  by  Council  under  Section  11 


31 


9 

9 

Nil 


3 

3 

Nil 


6 

3 

3 
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• • • 


2 


. 4 
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D,  Proceedings  under  Sects,  25  and  26  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936:- 

1,  NuTiiber  of  houses  dealt  v.dth  lander  Section  25  ••• 

2.  Nur.iber  of  Clearance  Orders  nade  under  Section  26  , , 

Housing  Act,  193^^  Paid:  IV  - Qvercro\7ding 

1 , (a)  Nur.iber  of  dvrcllinghouses  overcrowded  at  end  of 

OO'X*  ••• 

(b)  Nui'.ibor  of  fai.iilies  dv/elling  therein 

(c)  Nui'.iber  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ... 

2,  Nuriber  of  new  cases  of  overcro\7ding  reported 
during  year 

3*  (a)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  year 

(b)  Nuiiiber  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ••• 

4,  Number  of  cases  in  which  dvrellinghouscs  became 
overcrowded  again  after  Local  Authority 
had  taken  steps  for  abatement  of  saLie  » . • 


Nil 

Nil 


Vf 

60 

319 

18 

31 

211 
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During  the  year  1 952  a further  6 houses  v/ere  conpleted  ready  for 
occupation,  bringing  the  total  number  of  houses,  both  pre-  and  post- 
v/ar,  provided  by  the  Council  to  260,  In  addition,  a further  52 
houses  v/ere  in  course  of  erection  at  the  end  of  the  year,  so  that  a 
big  improvement  \;ill  be  found  by  the  end  of  this  present  year  with 
regard  to  housing  accommodation. 


SECTION  E. 


Inspection  and  S\:g>crvlsion  of  food  and  drinJ: 

Constant  vigilance  :7ith  regard  to  the  preparation,  handling, 
storage  and  sale  of  food  v/as  exercised  throughout  the  year,  frequent 
visits  being  paid  to  all  establishr.ients  having  anytliing  to  do  v.dth 
food  for  consuT-iption  by  the  pujjlic.  Previous  experience  has  made  it 
quite  clear  that  it  is  virtually  impossible  to  maintain  even  a semblance  of 
public  interest  generally  in  Clean  Food  campaigns  and,  consequently, 
a great  deal  of  responsibility  falls  upon  the  Sanitary  Staff  in  its 
efforts  to  protect  the  Public  from  its  ovm  indifference.  Fortunately, 
no  cases  of  Food  Poisoning  ^7ere  reported  during  1952  and  on  this  account 
proprietors  and  assistants  of  the  several  food  shops,  cafes  etc,,  serving 
the  Borough|  in  v/hose  hands,  literally,  lies  the  health  of  the  piiblic, 
desciTve  to  be  congratulated.  This  pleasing  state  of  affairs,  however, 
ought  to  encourage  them  to  take  even  stricter  precautions  in  future, 
so  that  the  record  may  be  maintained. 

During  the  year  3 Cafes  V7crc  conpletely  redesigned  and  v/ater 
supplies  laid  on,  so  that  satisfactory  closet  accommodation  and  ’i/ashing 
facilities  could  be  installed. 

No  slaughtering  is  carried  out  in  the  Borough  so  that  the  duties 
of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  v;ith  regard  to  fresh  moat  wore  virtually 
confined  to  the  examination  and  disposal  of  unsound  meat,  A factory 
producing  meat  pies  etc,,  V7as  further  improved  during  the  year  and 
brought  nearer  to  the  high  standard  'which  the  Council  \70uld  like  to  find 
\7hcrever  food  is  handled. 
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SECTION  P. 


Prevr.lance  of,  and  control  over.  Infectious  Diseases 

Notification  of  the  following  cases  of  infectious  disease  v/as 
received  during  the  year  ending  3'lst  Decenber  1952:- 


Disease 

I.iale 

Per.iale 

r ■ ■ ■ ' ■ ■ 

Total 

1 

Rate  per  1000  total  Population 

Daventry 

England  & li7ales 

licasles 

18 

19 

37 

9.02 

8.86 

Erysipelas 

1 

- 

1 

0.24 

0.14 

V/hooping  Cough 

1 

1 

2 

2.61 

Total 

20 

20 

40 

All  the  cases  of  Ileasles  xrerc  notified  during  Deccr.iber  and  the 
nui.iber  represents  the  Borough’s  contribution  to  the  v/idespread  epideinic 
which  began  to  sweep  the  entire  country  a few  v/eeks  earlier. 


No  oases  of  Diptheria,  Scarlet  Fever,  or  Polionyelitis  were 
notified  during  the  year  and  the  Borough  was  also  spared  any  Pood- 
Poisoning  outbreak, 

Diptheria  Innunisation  1932 

Under  1 year 1 5:-9 1 0-14 Total Booster 

19  32  11  - 62  57 

ITiooping  Cough  Vaccination  1952 

Under  1 year 1 -if 5~1if Total 

7 11-18 


Combined 
V.Ti,  Cough/ 
Diptheria 


N.B,  The  figures  for  combined  irimunisations  are  included  in  those 
for  Diptheria  given  above. 


Number  of  children  kno\'m  to  have  conpletcd  full  course  of  djununisation 
at  any  time  up  to  31st  Dcccr.ibcr  1952. 


Age  at  31712/^ 

Under  1 

! 1 

1 2 

3 : 4 

1-  5_9 

i 10-14 

Total 

i.e.  bom  in 

1952 

•51 

!«50 

'49  ; '48 

1 

I' 43/7 

1 '38/42 

1 - - 1 

under  15 

Number 

7 

38 

— 

32 

40  i 38 

1 

242 

1 211 

1 

j 

608 

SI7iLLP0X 

Although  no  cases  of  this  disease  occurred  in  or  near  the  Borough 
during  the  year  the  number  of  children  protected  by  Vaccination  (see 
table  over  j was  far  from  satisfactory.  The  figure  of  10  Primary 
Vaccinations  coi.parcs  very  badly  vrLth  the  74  births  ^/hich  took  place 
during  the  year,  and  it  is  unlikely  that  children  in  older  age  groups 
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v/ere  any  better  protected.  Vaccination  is  no  longer  oompuD.soiy  but 
Snoallpox  still  exists  as  viru3.ently  as  ever,  and  outbreaks  continue 
to  occur  usually  v/-hen  the  disease  is  imported  from  abroad  by  speedy  nodern 
means  of  travel.  Professions  of  disbelief  in  the  efficacy  or  value  of 
Vaccination  provide  very  feeble  defences  in  the  event  of  attack,  so  it  is 
earnesly  hoped  that  the  arrangements  made  to  carry  out  vaccinations  at 
Infant  T/elfare  Centres  in  future,  as  a complementary  service  to  the  work 
of  local  Ge;neral  Pra.ctitioners,  vrill  load  to  a reduction  in  the  nur.Tber  of 
children  liable  to  infection. 


Vaccination  1952 


Under  1 year 

1-A 

5-1A 

15  plus 

Total 

Prir.iary  1 0 

— 

- 

10 

Re-vaccination 

- 

- 

3 

3 

TUBERCULOSIS 

Age  and  Sex  distribution  of  new  cases  and  deaths  1952 


Age  Croups 

New  Cases 

■ ■ T 

' Deaths 

Pulmonary 

Other 

Pulmonary 

other 

M i P 

i II  IF 

II  : 

F . 

M i P 

0 - 
1 - 
5 - 

— 

* 

1 

\ 

\ 

1 

1 

1 

i 

t 

' I 

« 

! 

**  i 

} 

1 

1 _ 

* « 

15  - 

- 

1 

1 

•“  * 

- ) - 

20  - 

2 

1 

j _ 

- 

♦ 

— i 

1 

25  - 

- 

i - 

mm 

1 

i 

35  - 

- 

1 

i 

t 

i _ 

! 

i - 

45  - 

- 

- 

1 ** 

1 

^ f 

**  i 

55  - 

2 

- 

i 

1 i 

- ' 

- 1 - 

65  plus 

- 

- 

- 

i 

- 1 

I - 

Total 

4 I 3 

2 

— i 

1 

1 : 

( 

! 

Cases 

on  Reg 

ister 

at  31st  Deceniber  1952 

Designation 

Ila 

les 

Females 

i 

; Total 

Pulmonary 

Other 

Pulmonary 

Other 

Notified  1952 

4 

1 i 

3 

i 

1 8 

Imvard  transfers 

1 

^ i 

1 

1 

; 

Removals 

4 

I 

1 

5 

Remaining 

8 

Q 

1 

1 

7 

1 

h Il 

in 
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j Ri'jDiOGRi'-jro:  survey 

A second  survey  of  the  Borough  vras  carried  out  by  the  No,1 
(Northants)  Mass  Radiography  Unit  betiYccn  October  20th  and  November  1st. 
v.-’hon  1614  people  volunteered  to  have  chest  X-ray  exar.iinations . Out  of 
this  relatively  large  nm.iber  only  12  cases  of  Fiilmonary  Tuberculosis  in 
one  stage  or  another  v/ere  discovered,  and  of  these  only  4 v/’ere  active 
cases  requiring  suitable  treatment.  This  gives  a rate  of  0*24  per  cent, 
v;hich  compares  favourably  vrLth  the  general  rate  of  0*4  per  cent. 

Further  details  have  been  tabulated  below: - 

I,  Survey  inaterial;-  Pin.is  of  a-11  descriptions,  schools,  general  piiblic. 

Estimated  response  by  Pirns  - 67^ 


Films  taken  , , . , . , 

Nui±)cr  referred  to  Dispensary  follo\?ing 

clinical  examination 

Cases  of  ACTIVE  Puli.ionary  Tuberculosis  . , * 

Ca.ses  of  INIiCTIVE  Pulm,  Tuberculosis  ... 

Cases  of  Inactive  Pulm,  Tuberculosis  not 
referred  to  Dispensary 

Pinal  Totals 

II,  Analysis  of  ago,  sex,  and  occiq^ation  (Boot  & Shoe,  or  Other)  of 

nc\7ly-discovcred  cases  needing  domiciliary  or  Sanatorium  Treatment, 


Males 

Females 

Total 

8O5 

809 

1614 

4 

6 

10 

1 

3 

4 

2 

3 

5 

2 

1 

3 

5 

7 

12 

Occupation 

-- 

t 

P_ j 

14  - ] 

35  plus 

M 

P 

H 

P 

Boot  & Shoe 

(Closing) 

- 

1 

- 

mm 

Other  Trades 

- 

2 

1 

- 

Total 



3 

1 

— 

III.  Suxiary  of  findings  of  Ncv/-ly-discovered  cases  of  significant 
Tuberculosis . 


Groups 

Number 

examined 

Newly-discovered  active  cases  of 
significant  TubercuO-Osis 

Number  i Rate  per  1 000 

fo  age  I % ago  E &.  M 

Firr.is 

General 

Public 

Schools 

770 

662 

182 

1 I 

3 I 

I 

1 

~ i 

Total 

1 

* 

4 " i “ 2,48  1 

0.2^^i  0.4 
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SECTION  C< 


FACTORIES  /iCT,  1937 


Part  I - Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


Premises 

No,  on 

Nui-iber  of 

Register 

Inspections 

1 'Jritton 
Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  \7hich 

Sects  1j2,  3,  4 & 6 are 
to  be  enforced  by  the 
Loca.l  Authority 

12 

15 

i 

- 

(ii)Pactorics  not  included 
in  (i)  in  v/hich  Sect ,7 
is  enforced. 

32 

39 

2 

- 

(iii)  Other  premises  (ex- 
cluding outv/orkers' 
premises)  in  v/hich 

Sect, 7 is  enforced. 

4 

5 

- 

- 

48 

59 

2 

Nil 

Cases  in  v/hich  defects  \rere  found 


Particulars 


V/ant  of  cleanliness  (S#1) 
Overcro\/ding  (S*2) 
Unreasonable  Temp  * ( S • 3 ) 
Inadequate  vent, (S* A) 
Ineffective  drainage  of 
floor  (S,6) 

Sanita.ry  conveniences 

(S,7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

(c)  Not  separate  for 
sexes 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (except  oub’vTorkcrs) 


No,  of  cases  in  v/hioh  defects  v/ere  found. 


Pound 

1 


Rcr.iedied 


Ref, to  H,M,  I Ref.  by 
Insp.  K,  II,  I , 


Part  VIII  - 0uti7orkers, 

There  \rcrc  no  oi:tv;’orkers  registered  during  the  year 


No.  of 
Prose- 
cutions 


Nil 
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SUlMiRY  CT'  SiJTimRY  Il'SPECTOR^S  VISITS  DURING 

im  YE.' Jl 

Housing 

Repairs,  Denolit ions  Visits  etc,  ...  65O 

Overcrov/ding  ...  ...  ...  20 

Drainage,  ’,.\Cs.  sinks  etc.  ...  ...  252 

Water  Supply  ...  ...  ...  34 

Pood  Sz  Drugs  and  ancillary  provisions  • • . ...  89 

Pood  - Inspection  and  Condemnation  ...  ...  49 

I'ieat  and  Pood  Establishments  ,,,  ...  74 

Shops  ...  ...  ...  86 

Petroleum  Licensing  and  Supervision  ...  , . , 32 

Refuse  Collection  ...  ...  ...  18 

Refuse  Disposal  ...  ...  ...  10 

Verminous  Premises  and  Infestations  ...  ,,,  12 

Infectious  Disease  and  Pood  Poisoning  ...  ...  I6 

Burial  of  Dead  ...  ...  ...  1 

Miscellaneous  Visits  ...  ...  ...  1 03 

Pig  keeping  and  other  /inir.ial  Complaints  ...  ...  9 

Nuisances  ...  ...  ...  32 

Public  Conveniences  ...  ...  ...  2 
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